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Dear Chainnfin Pai:

JAN 
'1 I i0lil

Federal Comrlunic:"irns Ccmmlsslcr

0ifice of ihe Secreiary

Re: {)onnect Amcrica $hnd, WC D*cket No. lt}-90

Enclnsed please find a letter ftom sevsn rural Arkrnsas broadbanri providers reque$ting th€
Commission eu{horir.s additional funding l*r ths Altenrative Cannsct &meriea Mndel (A-CAM)
plnn,

Fully funding the A-ilAM plan ns requested will result in signiticant expansion of hroadband

cCInnectiviq* f*r rurnl con$umer$ in Arkansts. Fur this rs{!s*n, I ask that you rake into
con*ideratiun arul act with approval to lund the A-CAM plnn as requested so rnore rwal
Arkensas residents can fully utiliee the opporlunities a{forded by access to br*adband. I also

urge ysu to expeditiously evaiu*te additional universal service funding fi:r thase Arkansas rural
camiers nCIl pelticipating ln the A-CAlt{ plan.

Thank ynu tbr your time snd r3cdiueti*n to such an inrportant rn&lter"

Attarhm*nt

ACe r:PTED/Fll-ED

MT.,MBHR OF CONGRESS

-t3;Xl3?ifs rec'd- &l-



necemh'cr 4, ?CIl?

Ms. Marlene Dortch
S*cretary
I)*deral f omnrunication* Cnmmissiein
445 1?fi fitreet, S.W"
Washington. n,C" t055dt

trtr; C*rlnsr, Amttrfun Fun$- lJi/C Dueket No. l&$0

ilenr Ms. Dortch;

The Alternutive (-r:nnect Arnerien l\,Iodel tA-CIAM) is an innuvative wal,to make funds
avnilabk l$ riuppod incr*ased trrndband depl*;mrnt in Arkansas and othm statc$. I'hc F'edr:ral

C*nrmunications Commirsion {"Crlrrnmissi*n'-) is ro be commcnded lbr cruuting the A-CAM
mechanism and prioritizing the rxpanslon of broadtrand in rurul Amerisa. the underxigned
Arkansas based A-CAM lllecting Cnrnpanies ({irrnp*nies} elected tc} opermte under thr A-CAM
prosrem and t* &$$ume the *hligations t* expand brurdbrncl co*tain*d in thr pr*gram. Those
cr:mpanies nnw wrile imploring th$ ()ommissi*n tn mke a{tion helbr* tlrr end trl'this year ln
auth*riee additional A-f,AM funding up tu $2{$lmonth psr rligible customer loceti*n. The
additiCIn*l iunding will entrrbltl more rural c*nsurners in Arkansas to huve bru*dhand connectiyif!'
that hnc hecmme er$*nliel {irr *ducation, eronrmic derelopnrcnt and healthrare,

The Cr:nrpaniss hsve already commined to expanding broadband tbrrher if mon: funding
is made availabls. '['he st*ge is set fur expnnsicin nf hroadband availability. AIN that is necded is
action by thu C*mmissi*n to mnke the additional funding available. Work har rlready begun
upgrading n$work inFr&$rusnrre in our communitis* *nd uur communities flre *sger for thtl
Compmies tCI {brther exlend the rench of thr:ss netw*rks to additional customer$. By mahing the
funrJs avail*hl$ no-*" the ($mmi*sisln willenshle thr Ceimpanicx tn dusign nclwork upgradex in
the rnost e{fieient mgnn$r {o b$ttrsr $*ry$ rJur c<lrnmunities wilhcirt the need {o revisit prqiects and
re*engin*er fnr further expans ian-

'l"l're additional f*nding will result in tangibk. nlrcadf identified gains in hr*adband
nv*ilability, .fhe 

scven i:umpunirs in Arkansa* that elected the revise d *flbr of A-CAM suppo*
in January- ?01 7 cornmilted at that time tu deploy bn:adbunrJ to * specific our*ber ol'additi$nsl
l$ostions if further funding rrere mnds avail*bk by CIecember 31, ?(} 17. Cfr:llectively, additionnl
funding up tr: $?001m*nth pcr lucatir:n would result in 2.6** ndditi*nal A-CAM funded locatisns
*ith at least l{}ll Mhps br*adhnntl servicc in Arkansas, a l5 prrcent increase" Of that, 1.615
locations in Arkansas wnuld h*ve **cess tn 7513 Mbps broadhand service" *,hile I,t)73 locations
rvouk! newly have ff(ce$s t$ *ervice of at le&st l0ll Mbps."l'he number of A-CAM funded
lmirti*n* that rvould remuin nn "rsn$$nable request" in Arkans*s rvnuld rlecrea*e by ?1 percent il'
funding is incr*ased [o thi* lcvel"



Ms. Marlene Dortch
December 4, 2CI17

fi*ge 2

'Ihe additional l'unding tn fitrthcr exl*nd hrnadband in our cnmmuniti*s would resulr in
hr**der erxrnr:mic and s*cial henellt* tr:r rurul ,4rksnsans and brnsfit nCIt just those areas bul lhe
entiro stats. The sconomic, edueational and health henefits that lvout{i accrue to the $Iilie and iis
citixens rvould provide *pporluniti€s r) compete and rhrir-e in the globat econom)..

We inrplore thr* (omlni*sion lo aot now to nrake addirian*l funeling avaitahle so that the
prumisr of brnadhand *xpansirn sontainetl in its *riginal deeision lr provile A{AM t'unding
fnr up t* $?001m*nth per eligihle lncation can be rmlized.

$inrtrdy.

The ArN$nsas A.CAM C*mpanies

Arkansas'tr'elephone Compnny
[" Ritter Tehrph*ne Company
Moilntain View'felephnne Company
Sc*n County Telephone Cnmpany
Tri{*unty l'eleph*ne C*mpany
Walnut Hill "felephane Company
Yelcot Telephone f,nmpany

Chainnafi Ajit F*i
Cnmm i**ioner lr,,l ignnn illyhu rn
C*nrnrimiuner Michael 0'Rielly
f urnrn i s;ioner Jcssic{r KnsEnl*orcEl
Cnmmissioner llrrndan Carr


